
 

 



MISSION NEWS - Easter 2022 

 

Greetings, Mission-minded Easter people of the Firelands District: 

Spring is springing up with signs of new life all around us. We're beginning to cautiously emerge from our dark 

COVID -19 cacoons.  

I was wondering how our local Mission partners were doing, so I called each of the program coordinators. 

Faced with health-related shutdowns plus the elimination of the Conference Mission support grants, I was fearful 

that I would find a dried-up desert of despair. 

WOW! Instead, I was inspired by thrilling stories of resilient hope, determined dedication, and future dreams 

which I'm overjoyed to share with you. 

Also, the good news is that as your congregation is no longer being asked for Conference Mission Apportionment 

payments, you are free to support those ministries that call to your heart. 

Please ponder and pray over partnership opportunities with these vital outreach initiatives, each with deep local 

roots. 

 What wakes up these loving servants of Christ every morning with a song in their hearts? Your tangible expres-

sions of care and commitment. Do it today. 

I have so loved collaborating with our wonderful District Superintendent Doug Lewis. Your constant encourage-

ment and friendship have been invaluable. 

The Holy Spirit gift of administration is evident in the detailed and beautiful ways in which Patti Pirc enjoys her 

work while serving us and God. 

If you're involved in a Mission endeavor that you'd like for our sisters and brothers in Christ to know about, just 

contact me. 

 

Peace and prayers, 

 

 

 

Roger Skelley-Watts 

 Mission Chairperson 

Firelands District 

jroger1949@gmail.com 
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Advance Specials 
 
CHOAIDS (Caring for Haitian Orphans with AIDS),  Firelands District | EOC 9922 
The only orphanage in Haiti that provides medical, educational, and spiritual love in a foster 
home setting. 

Flat Rock Homes & Care Center, Flat Rock | EOC 9174 
Flat Rock provides health care, day programming, vocational and employment services for 
adults with significant developmental disabilities and severe behavioral disorders in nine coun-
ties in Ohio. This project provides much needed free, charitable care and services not covered 
by Medicaid or other programs. 

Otterbein Marblehead, Lakeside - Marblehead | EOC 9175 
Otterbein values the older person as a child of God. In keeping with our United Methodist tra-
dition, Otterbein seeks to enhance the quality of life and holistic growth of older persons. 

UMCOR for Ukraine #982450 

Humanitarian aid, disaster relief, medical supplies, refugee resettlement 

(United Methodist Committee on Relief-100 percent goes to Ukraine.  Overhead is covered by your 

offerings) 

 
GBGM Love Beyond Borders #3022671. 

In partnership with UNICEF, world-wide Inter-faith movement to end the pandemic.  General Board 
of Global Ministries. 



Manos Juntos (Hands Together) Global Advance Special #3020527. 

They traveled to Rio Bravo, Mexico for five years. Last December they helped build a house, partici-

pated in medical and Vacation Bible School ministries. 

From May 15 - 18, missionary Willie Berman will be available in our area to present programs. There 

is an urgent need for a vehicle that he could drive back home. 

For information about his itinerary, or to invite him to appear at your church, contact Rev. Tammy 

Kuntz at 614/325-8741. 



Health restrictions for mission work moved to safe contact-free operations, while most ministries 

continued. 

Phone and electronic communications with clients, food box deliveries on 1st and 3rd Thursdays. 

As precautions loosened, more personal care became possible. Surgery support, transportation, 

staff visits, addiction recovery groups, disabilities services. Financial help with utilities and rent. 

Many of those served have gratefully become more involved in congregational life, including 

worship attendance. 

A truck and/or van is needed. 

Prayerful ministries discernment is ongoing. 

Financial support may be sent to Sandusky Columbus Avenue UMC, 2401 Columbus Avenue, 

Sandusky 44870. 

419/625-7663 

caumc@bex.net 

Rev. Erin Porter. 

Firelands District Volunteers in Mission (VIM)-- Rev. Kathy Dekriede is the East Ohio Confer-

ence VIM Coordinator. 

From Wesley Eddy 

In February, 2020, we were able to travel to Marion, North Carolina, as we have for 5 years. We did 

home repairs and replaced floors in 8 rooms.  

We sent two teams of 26 servants. 

Since then, we have been shut down because of COVID-19 restrictions. 

Currently, our bank account stands at $0.00, and we are beginning our prayerful discernment pro-

cess for the future. 

Seed money contributions may be sent to the VIM account at the District office. For more infor-

mation, call Wesley Eddy. 

Foundations for Life 

Grace's Community Kitchen  
 

Having begun at the Grace United Methodist Church, this Mission has moved, expanded, and 
become ecumenical.  Serves Hot Meals, deliveries, and houses a food pantry. 
 
Address for contributions - 5055 Liberty Avenue, Vermilion 44089. 
Volunteer Coordinator Janet Pajk. 
Contact person for more information Lisa Nahm 440/396-9442. 
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Camp (I.D.E.A.S) Individually Developed Educational Activities in the Summertime 

Lorain Lighthouse UMC. 

We were able to have camp virtually in 2020, and smaller group on site in 2021. 

This Summer, we plan for a full program and 130 campers, ages 3 - 15. 

Camp runs from June 23 to July 7, five hours per day, five days per week. 

Campers are largely intercity children with special needs, and all others are also welcomed. 

Registration is now open. 

Ministry extends to parents and other caregivers as well as campers themselves. 

Academics, gym, computer lab; field trips such as Safety Town, bowling, Putt-Putt at Vermil-

ion Romp's Dairy Dock, and Sky Zone are included. 

Superheroes of Ohio inspire and motivate. 

Scholarships are offered, teen helpers are paid a modest stipend and community service 

hours. 

Needs are financial, paper products, baked goods, prayers, and 65 staffers of all ages. 

 

Contributions may be sent to Camp IDEAS, c/o Lorain Lighthouse UMC, 3015 Meister Road, Lorain 44053. 

info@lorainlighthouseumc.com 

440/282-2383. 

Director is Carol Matthews. 

Having moved back into local projects, our District Youth Missions are now ready to expand. 

The group will be going to Detroit, Michigan on June 26 - July 1. We'll be working on tiny houses: paint-

ing, flooring, and serving meals. 

Needs are prayer partners. It's possible that more teens could be involved. So far, there are 25 youths 

from six churches participating. 

The next meeting is at Lafayette UMC. 

Register your interest with Katie Woods at 450/225-1013, or HappyKatee@hotmail.com. 

 

Director is Pam Oberholtzer. 

 

District Youth Missions  
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On Palm Sunday, Huron United Methodist Church sponsored their second Easter Egg Hunt for Children with Special 

Needs.  This event is geared towards children, ages 4-12 living in Erie and Huron counties with Autism, cognitive delays, 

vision impairment, hearing impairment, wheelchairs and/or other special needs.  The event provides a safe and welcom-

ing environment for these children to experience Easter and God’s love.  It also serves as a ministry to build relationships 

with the families and to encourage further growth in their walk with God and Huron United Methodist Church.   

  

The Easter Egg Hunt for Children with Special Needs is broken down into 4 groups dependent on the child’s needs: Mag-

netic, Quiet, General, and Noisy.  During each section, children hunt for eggs around the church.  Once their basket is 

filled, the child trades the eggs for a special basket filled with Easter goodies.  Items in this year’s basket included fidget 

spinners, cross shaped pop-its, stuffed animals, religious coloring books, slime, candy and “Jesus loves me” puzzles and 

bracelets.  

 

This amazing ministry began with the generous funds from the East Ohio Conference.  In addition to the traditional items 

needed to put on an Easter egg hunt, we also purchased unique items to help our children with special needs.   Some of 

the items include battery operated beeping eggs for the visually impaired, magnetic wands and magnetic eggs for chil-

dren with mobility issues and colorful volunteer t-shirts so the children and their parents/guardians would know who 

was there to help them.   

 

In the future we hope to expand the event to include older children and adults with cognitive delays that would still en-

joy and benefit from an Easter egg hunt. If you would like to help us grow this ministry please reach out to Jenessa Faller, 

Director of Discipleship Ministries at the Huron United Methodist Church at discipleship@huronumc.org.  We would love 

additional volunteers, monetary donations or Easter basket donations.  (Since we want all children to receive the same 

gift baskets we would prefer donations in lots of 25 items or larger.)      Pastor Pamela Sayre 

Easter Celebration for Children with Special Needs 
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